February 13, 2022

Prior to last Sunday’s Service we last met on December 24, Christmas Eve. The next day, Christmas Day, starts the first day of the 12 Days of Christmas. The first day is when my true love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree. The first version of this was a children’s book of rhyme intended as a memory game. The music was added in 1909. The twelfth day, when your true love gave you 12 drummers drumming, falls on January 6, The Epiphany of the Lord. That is the day celebrated by the Eastern Orthodox as their Christmas. 

 It is a day when the tree is taken down, a special dinner is held and the inscription over the door(20+C(Caspar)+M(Malchior)+B(Balthazar)+22) is written in chalk by the priest or father of the household. Kathy and I witnessed these markings on all the houses in a small village in Austria one year on one of our River Cruises. The day is usually celebrated by the baking of the King’s cake in honour of the three kings. Inside the cake is hidden a small plastic baby to symbolize the Christ Child. The person who gets the baby is expected to provide the treats for the Vestry meeting or carry on the carnival festivities by hosting the next King Cake Party.
It is also the day on which Christ was revealed to the Gentiles in the form of the three wise men. It had taken them 12 days of wandering to make the journey as Herod had told them to find out where Jesus was and  return to tell him  so that he could go and worship him.  Of course Herod planned to destroy him.

January 9, the first Sunday after Epiphany, is the Baptism of the Lord.  Everyone was asking if John was the Messiah.  John answered that he baptizes with water but one more powerful than he will baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire. When all the people and Jesus were Baptized the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form like a dove. A voice from heaven stated “You are my Son, the Beloved .

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee to which Jesus, his mother and his disciples had been invited.  When they ran out of wine Jesus’ mother told the disciples to do as Jesus asked.  They gathered up the large stone jugs which had been drained of wine and filled them with water. The steward recognized that they were filled with the finest of wines. Jesus had done this the first of his signs and revealed his glory and his Disciples believed in him.


Carnival starts on March 1, this year and lasts for 40 days of fasting(not including Sundays), until Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday. It represents the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. It is a period of reflection, fasting, and penance in preparation for the resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday.

Todays refreshment has two versions of the King’s cake and cupcakes decorated with green, purple and yellow sugar.  The green represents faith, the purple justice and yellow power. Enjoy as there is not a baby baked in the cakes so no one will have to prepare the Mardi Gras meal this year.
