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November 19, 2023 — Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Processional Hymn # 342  We Praise You, O God 
 
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us 
together on the Lord’s Day to praise you for your goodness 
and to ask your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in 
the week that is past, and your purpose in the week to come; 
through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
Officiant:  Dear friends in Christ, as we turn our hearts and minds to  
 worship almighty God, let us confess our sins. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
name.  Amen. 

 

Officiant: Merciful God, grant to us, your faithful people, pardon and  
peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve 
you with a quiet mind through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 



 

People: Amen.  



Officiant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  
 
Officiant: Let us reconcile to God and one another a sign of Christ’s  
 peace. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the light of the 
world. Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us, and bring us to 
eternal light and joy; through the power of him who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading Judges 4: 1-7 
Officiant: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 123  (Response in bold.)  
 
To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens. As the eyes of 
servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a maid to the 
hand of her mistress, 
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he show us his mercy.  
 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, for we have had more than 
enough of contempt,  
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the 
proud. 
 
Second Reading I Thessalonians 5: 1-11 
Officiant: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 



 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Gospel  Matthew 25: 14-30 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

 
Jesus said, "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the 
two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one 
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts 
with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.' And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.' Then the one who had received 
the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master replied, 'You wicked 
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 



the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'" 
 
Officiant: The Gospel of the Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Sermon Hymn #439 Blest Are the Pure in Heart 

 
Officiant: Let us confess our faith as we say. 
 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven  
 and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and  
 born of the Virgin Mary.   
 He suffered under Pontius  Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
 was buried.   
 He descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
 of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 



 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those who are 
alone. 
 
For this community, our country, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth. 
 
For Todd our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in the Church. 
 
For our own needs and those of others. 
 
Silence. 
 
In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for… 
 
Hear us, Lord. 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence.   (The people may add their own thanksgivings.) 
 
We will exalt you, O God our king; 
And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 



We pray for those who have died in the peace of Christ, and for those 
whose faith is known to you alone, that they may have a place in your 
eternal kingdom. 
  
Silence. 
 
Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; you 
know our needs before we ask, and our ignorance in asking. Grant our 
requests as may be best for us. This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Offertory Hymn # 85  Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless 
 
Offertory Response  All Things Come of Thee 
 
People: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the  

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and 
on earth is yours.  All things come from you, and of your 
own do we give you. 

 
Officiant:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  
 we are bold to say, 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

 
Officiant:  Glory to God 
People: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than  

we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Recessional Hymn # 445  God the Creator 
 
Officiant: May the God of hope fill us all with joy and peace in believing 
 through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Sung Benediction Go Now in Peace 

(in the back of the blue Hymn book) 

 
The Flowers on the Altar today are given to the Glory of God, 

and in  loving memory of Hettie and Bill Graham and in 
thanksgiving for blessings received, a gift of Bill Graham. 

 

Please enter names in the Intercessions Book each week to be read in the service. 
 



NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
• Please send all announcements for the bulletin to Karen by 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday of each week  email canondavis@gmail.com or call 519-344-
9531. 

• If you would like to contact Rev’d Jon Forbes or would like a home visit with 
Communion or know of someone who would, Rev’d Jon may be reached at 
1-905-818-9488 or email jonforbes@outlook.com  

• Please join us for Coffee Hour after service for a time of fellowship in the 
parish hall.  Also welcome to Maegan Knight of Victim Services of Sarnia 
Lambton as she joins us today for a special presentation.   

• St. John in -the-Wilderness Wednesday December 6 at 12:00 noon 
John's Restaurant - ACW Christmas Party.  Please see the poster at the 
back of the church.  The invitation is extended to all women, even if you are 
not part of the ACW.  There will be crafts, games, a door prize and an 
opportunity for women to gather and share a time of Fellowship. To register 
contact Leslie Grieve at lesliegrieve91@gmail.com 

 
Upcoming Events 

• November 25th – CHRISTMAS MARKET - 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Parish Hall (There Will Be No Tea Room This Year). For sale: our famous 
turkey pies, beef pies and shepherds’ pies, deli items, baked goods, soup, 
and chili.  Also, trinkets, treasurers and crafts.  And a Raffle for a Throw 
Blanket donated by Carol Turner.  The Winner to be selected at 8:00 p.m. 
on December 9 at the Festival of Lights.  Tickets for the Raffle are $1.00 
each or 6 tickets for $5.00.   

• December 3 CDM Christmas Dinner at 4:00 p.m. Free Will Offering 
required from CDM Parishioners, your attendance RSVP at 519-344-9531 
by Tuesday November 21.  Sign-up sheet is also available at the back of the 
church.  Thank you. 

• “Festival of Lights” event for Canon Davis on Saturday, December 9th, 
6:30 – 8pm. Admission: a non-perishable food item. The church will be 
decorated inside and out. Lights will be strung on as many trees/bushes as 
possible. There will be Carolers, refreshments, baked goods and “Stain-
glass” cards for sale, but most importantly introducing Rev’d Jon Forbes to 
the community. If you have strings of lights you would like to donate for 
this event, please either bring them to the church or contact Ginny 
519-332-4764 

mailto:canondavis@gmail.com
mailto:jonforbes@outlook.com


 

• December 10 - 9 Lessons and Carols Service, with Wassail following in 
the Parish Hall – Food donations for the Wassail are welcome but not 
necessary.  Please speak to John or Sheree Lynn 

 
Reminders: November 
Nov 22  Parish Council Meeting 10:00 a.m. Boardroom 
Nov 25  Christmas Market 9:00 to 12:00 p.m.  
 
Reminders: December 
Dec 2 10:00 am is Decorate the church for the Festival of Lights on  
 December 9th.  
Dec 3 CDM Christmas Church Dinner 4:00 pm  
Dec 6 St. John in-the-Wilderness Christmas Party - John's Restaurant 
Dec 7 Please bring Shortbread and Gingerbread cookies bagging for 

Festival of Lights at 1:00 pm 
Dec 9 Chancel Guild meeting at 9:30 a.m. to decorate the church for  
 Christmas 
Dec 9 Festival of Lights – 6:30 pm. to 8:00 pm 
Dec 10 Nine Lesson and Carols Service with Wassail following the service. 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Day – Service of the Word. 9:30am. Ginny Schleihauf 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 5:00 pm. HE – Rev’d Jon Forbes 
Dec 25 No Christmas Day Service 


