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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
 
Opening Hymn #525​
The Church’s One Foundation
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  


THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
 
1st Reading:​Isaiah 58: 1-9a
 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God, they ask of me righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to god. “Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.  Look you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house, when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly, your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer, you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm  112: 1-9 (to be read responsively)

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in his commandments!
 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land, the generation of the upright will be blessed.
 
Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last for ever
 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
 
It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice.
 
For they will never be shaken, the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
 
They will not be afraid of any evil rumours, their heart is right, they put their trust in the Lord.
 
Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their enemies.
 
They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast for ever, they will hold up their head with honour.
2nd Reading:  I Corinthians 2: 1-12
 
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and myproclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him” – these things God has revealed to us through the Spirt, for the Spirt searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.
 
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
 
Gospel​Matthew 5: 13-20
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp put it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it give light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see the good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets, I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
 
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Sermon
Dear Friends,
 
I once knew a retired military officer who took his Christian life of faith very seriously.  
If he came across a situation where he could be of help to people in need, he was always there for them.  
 
One day, he phoned with a theological question that had bothered him for quite a while.  
What the retired officer wanted to know was how to interpret correctly two passages from Matthew in the New Testament.  What bothered him was how these two passages seemed to have directly opposing views on correct behaviour of Christians.  These were not in regard to some remote call of Jesus to us to act in response to a specific situation.  Each was likely to be experienced by most Christians in their regular lives of faith.
 
The first passage was concerning how by the visibility of our actions, we are to be examples to those around us.  
 
It reads in Chapter 5 of Matthew:
No one after lighting a lamp put it under the bushel basket, but on a
lampstand, and it give light to all in the house.  In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see the good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.
 
Then in Chapter 6 of Matthew we hear Jesus say:
‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.2 
‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
Matthew 6:1-4
 
Two actions. How could both be correct?  By what clue, could one possibly tell one directive from the other?  Is there a subtle factor distinguishing the two?
 
Yes, there is an important difference!  In both cases the person shown to be the example has chosen to do something good— something beneficial.  So the matter of good works is not being called into question.  What is coming into question is the matter of motive!
 
And we can wonder how motive can be of importance.  Does it really matter if a right thing is done for the wrong reason?  It can mean a lot!
For example, repeatedly making things look good when they are not, can set forth a model of behaviour where people’s well-being may come to be at risk?  Con-artists often thrive by making bad things look good.  Pious looking people can hide a lot of needless pain needing attention!
 
We can rightly wonder too, what are the impacts on those doing the good works from their hearts.  Are they affected in any way?  If so, how?  Do they grow in their experiences of giving?  Just how does it feel to be involved in helping other people?  How does it feel to love our neighbour enough to make a difference in their lives when needed?  How can responding in a helpful way change ones outlook on life?  Lives become transformed for the better, for the receiver and the giver.  
 
A sense of well-being is experienced.  That sense of well-being exists without the need for personal glory.  Instead, Glory is given to God.  God indeed, does reward in secret!
 
When  working to address problems from the love within our hearts, the results are more likely to be solid.  Good works tend to inspire similar actions by the light of more of us filling the rooms we occupy by shining the light of actual good works.  
 
My friend continued to fill the rooms of his city with the glow of good works.  While the total impact was great, some of these we likely never recognized.  But the benefits of his work continued beyond his last day on earth.  
Glory be to God.
 
May our works shine as beacons of love for people everywhere!
Amen!
 
Sermon Hymn #439​
Blest Are the Pure in Heart
 
The Apostles’ Creed:
 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
 
Prayers of the People  #9
(Let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”)
 
Let us ask the Lord for a day of fulfilment and peace.
Lord, have mercy.
 
Let us ask the Lord to teach us to love others as he has loved us.
Lord, have mercy.
 
Let us ask the Lord for peace and justice in the world.
Lord, have mercy.
 
Let us ask the Lord to strengthen and relieve those who are in need.
Lord, have mercy.
 
Let us ask the Lord to renew the Church through the power of his life-giving Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
 
In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for…
 
PRAYER FOR A RENEWED CHURCH: Almighty God, give us a new vision of you, of your love, of your grace and power, and then, give us a new vision of what you would have us do as your Church in this nation and at this time, and an awareness that in the strength of your Spirit, we can do it to your glory. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.
 
The Confession: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.
 
Absolution: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Peace
Gentle peace…
​Flows freely
​​Encircles fully
Refreshes gently
​Comforts warmly
​​Reassures softly
Forgives easily
​Fulfils entirely
​​Gentle peace…
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
 
Offertory Hymn #645​
Come Down, O Love Divine
 
Offertory Response​Doxology
 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:  
 
God of compassion and forgiveness, receive our offering this day, and make us one with him who is our peace, Jesus Christ our Saviour.
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER # 5
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, for the gift of a world full of wonder, and for our life which comes from you.  By your power you sustain the universe.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
You created us to love you with all our heart, and to love each other as ourselves, but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.
 
In Jesus, your son, you bring healing to our world and gather us into one great family.  Therefore, with all who serve you on earth and in heaven, we praise your wonderful name, as we say,
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
 
We give you thanks and praise, loving Father, because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us you showed us how much you love us.  He cares for the poor and the hungry.  He suffers with the sick and the rejected.
 
Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back but overcame hatred with love.  
 
On the cross he defeated the power of sin and death.  By raising him from the dead you show us the power of your love to bring new life to all your people.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
On the night before he gave up his life for us,Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you.”
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and eternal covenant, which is shed for you and for many, so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.”
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
Gracious God, with this bread and wine we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, and we offer ourselves to you in him.
 
Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts, that we may know the presence of Jesus in the breaking of bread, and share in the life of the family of your children.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
Father, you call us to be your servants; fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, that all the world may gather in joy at the table of your kingdom.
 
We sing your praise, almighty Father, through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen.
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen.


Breaking of the Bread:
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
 
The Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:  
Eternal God, in you we find peace beyond all telling. May we who share in this heavenly banquet be instruments of your peace on earth, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
 
Doxology
Glory to God, Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.    Amen.
 
Blessing
The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his son Jesus Christ and the blessing of God Almighty the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and those you love for ever more.  Amen.
 
Announcements
Recessional Hymn # 502​​You Are Salt for the Earth
Benediction Song​Go Now in Peace
(found in the back of the blue hymn book)
 
The flowers on the Altar today are given to
the Glory of God and celebrating the joy and happiness our families have shared and in loving memory of friends and family, a gift of the Heasmans.
 
Please enter names in the Intercessions Book each week to be read in the service.
[bookmark: _GoBack]NEWS AND EVENTS
·
[bookmark: GoBack]Please send all announcements for the bulletin to Karen by 11:00 a.m. Tuesday of each week. E-mail: canondavis@gmail.com or call 519-344-9531


·
If you would like a home visit with Communion or know of someone who would, please let Rev. Ray know as he and/or a Lay Visitor will be available in the coming weeks.


·
Please join us after the service for BAC’s famous Turkey-Ala-King Brunch and for a time of fellowship in the parish hall.  


·
Happy Birthday and best wishes to Mary Warren, Faye Farnworth, Diana Duke, Tom Brown from all your friends at CDM.
 
Upcoming Events:•
Wednesday February 15 for a scrumptious Pork Roast Dinner and Raffle Night.  Call 519 344-9531 to reserve your seat.  Cost:  Adults $20.00 and take out is available•
Shrove Tuesday for a Pancake Dinner in the Parish Hall at 5:00 p.m. Cost: Adults $10.00. No reservation needed. And, No Take-Out.
 
Reminders
Feb 5​BAC Turkey Al King Brunch
Feb 1​Pork Roast Dinner 5:00 p.m.
Feb 21.    Shrove Tuesday Pancake  
                Dinner 5:00 p.m.
Feb 23.    Parish Council Meeting –   
                Boardroom 10:00 a.m.

