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Distribution of Palms
 
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery.  On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet our King, although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross.  We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death.  United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his resurrection and new life.
 
Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
 
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
The Lord be with you.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
Prayer
It is right to praise you, almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King, with palm branches in their hand, crying, Hosanna in the highest.
 
May we also, carrying these emblems, go forth to meet Christ and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.


Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
 
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Opening Hymn  # 181  
​All Glory, Laud, and Honour
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty and everliving God, in tender love for all our human race you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross. May we follow the example of his great humility, and share in the glory of his resurrection through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
 
THE LITURGY OF THE PASSION
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
 
Psalm 31: 1-2, 9-16
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbours, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; when they see me in the street they avoid me.
I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. I have said, “You are my God. 
 
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness save me.”
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
 
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
 
(Given the length of the passion account, parishioners
may be seated during the reading of the Gospel.)
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
 
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified.
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
 
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
 
Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’  The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
 
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
Sermon
Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
 
Dear Friends,
 
This is Palm Sunday — a time for a longer service with a shorter than usual sermon — some are hoping!
 It is also a time of feeling very mixed emotions.  We are led from the exhilaration of seeing the crowds hailing the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem to a feeling of helpless disbelief as we see politics prevail over justice.
Many of us end up trying to get our minds around all of this — others try to distance themselves as though it is just a legend of sorts.
Yet, it seems to me that even those who see the story of Jesus’ Passion only as a legend may find themselves somehow still intrigued by what this scripture has to say.
Why is that?
Because this is more here than the tragic story leading up to his untimely death!
As we find in so many other places in scripture, we are given telling insights into troubling aspects of human nature.
First, there are the Temple authorities — the undisputed religious leadership of the Jews.
They were well institutionalized and self-perpetuating.
They had developed a cozy relationship with Rome allowing them to preserve their power among the Jewish people of that day.
In addition, there were the Roman authorities who wanted to look competent and appear to be worthy of keeping their responsibilities. They had to be seen as keeping the peace. Controversy and threats of rebellion were to be aggressively headed off or subdued.
Understandably, the Roman and Temple officials were uneasy as they saw this man, Jesus, developing a growing number of supporters with unprecedented stories of miracles, healings, and new theological teachings.
Throngs of people even lined the streets as he came into Jerusalem on a donkey.  Yet, in many ways he was an unknown.  Who was he, really?  they wondered.  Was he a threat?  — or not?Seemingly coming out of nowhere — why should he be trusted?  More troubling — the following he had was impressive.
So we see the authorities with feelings of fear and
For if Jesus’ ways took hold — what would be the
The Temple authorities would look theologically bankrupt! — their prestige and power seriously eroded — if not
And the Roman authorities would be faced with a growing number of people who valued none of the essentials needed to build & maintain an imperialistic empire  — essentials like: might makes right; man-made gods to order; power in the place of other people; wealth over human dignity; and so on
Alternatively, Jesus was advocating: love; compassion; humility; service to others; and recognition of the one true God;
None of these seem particularly appealing qualities to someone who is trying to build and maintain massive imperialistic armies, for example.  What our Lord was teaching was not perceived to be the stuff of nation building
It was seen was the opposite!  So, he had to go! The Temple officials wanted him out.  Yes, Pilate seemed to feel less threatened — but in the final analysis — although he could have blocked it —he caved in to political expediency as he  permitted Jesus to be crucified!
But the emotions and considerations at play in this story are common to folk everywhere.  Down through history it has been all too easy for the Romans or the Jews to be totally blamed for putting Jesus to death. Yet, no one group, alone,is responsible.  The Passion story shows us that it was the weakness of some of our human ways that led to Jesus’ death.
So it is that we are warned that we too have to be cautious not to get caught up in mob psychology.   We too, must be on guard to not be led to do awful things by the emotions of the moment and the desire to appear to be expedient.
There is, however, one difference in our situation from that of those involved with Jesus’ trial.  We have the Gospel!   Therefore, we are better armed with insights and understandings.  Better armed to the degree that we should be able to be more resistant to the attempted influences of those who try to use us for their own political gains.   So in the final analysis — through the Gospel, we know the importance of: love —compassion — the importance of going out of our way in the interests of those in need — the importance of people over wealth — the power of our new life in Christ, and so much more!  
Some of the folk of that day became involved in putting Jesus to death.  As folk of this day — we are challenged to bring new life to this earth in the name of Jesus — the same Jesus who, as God’s Son, is the source of all life.  
 
Thanks be to our loving God!

Sermon Hymn # 537 ​
In the Cross of Christ I Glory
 
Prayers of the People
(With confidence and trust let us pray to the Lord, saying,
“Lord, have mercy.”)
 
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout the world, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.


For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and sponsors, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For peace in the world, that a spirt of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For all whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
 
Prayer for a Renewed Church:  Almighty God, give us a new vision of you, of your love, of your grace and power, and then, give us a new vision of what you would have us do as your Church in this nation and at this time, and an awareness that in the strength of your Spirit, we can do it to your glory.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
 
The Peace
 
Offertory Hymn  # 386​
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
 
Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST
 
Prayer over the Gifts:  Gracious God, the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son, makes us pleasing in your sight.  Alone we can do nothing, but through his sacrifice, may we receive your love and mercy.
 
Eucharistic Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk131074876]The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, for the gift full of wonder, and for our life which comes from you. By your power you sustain the universe.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
You created us to love you with all our heart, and to love each other as ourselves, but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.
 
In Jesus, your Son, you bring healing to our world and gather us into one great family.  Therefore, with all who serve you on earth and in heaven, we praise your wonderful name, as we sing (say),
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth and full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
We give you thanks and praise, loving father, because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us you showed us how much you love us.  He cares for the poor and the hungry. He suffers with the sick and the rejected.
 
Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back but overcame hatred with love.  On the cross he defeated the power of sin and death. By raising him from the dead you show us the power of your love to bring new life to all your people.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
On the night before he gave up his life for us, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you.
 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and eternal covenant, which is shed for you and for many, so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.”
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
Gracious God, with this bread and wine we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, and we offer ourselves to you in him.  Send your HolySpirit on us and on these gifts, that we may know the presence of Jesus in the breaking of bread, and share in the life of the family of your children.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
 
Father, you call us to be your servants; fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, that all the world may gather in joy at the table of your kingdom.
 
We sing your praise, almighty Father, through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen.
 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
 
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
Communion in Christ’s body once broken
 
Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.
If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.
 
The Communion
 
The Prayer after Communion God our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger with this eucharistic food.  Strengthen our faith, that through the death and resurrection of your Son, we may be led to salvation, for he is Lord now and for ever.
 
Recessional Hymn #182 ​
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty


Dismissal ​“Go Now In Peace”
(in the back of the Blue Hymn Book)
 
The Flowers on the Altar today are given to the Glory of God, and in loving memory of Allan, a gift of Gerry Rinker and family.
 
Please enter names in the Intercessions Book each week to be read in the service.
 ____________________________
 
NEWS AND EVENTS
 
•
[bookmark: GoBack]Please send all announcements for the bulletin to Karen by 11:00 a.m. Tuesday of each week.  Call 519-344-9531 or E-mail:canondavis@gmail.com.
•
If you would like a home visit with Communion or know of someone who would, please let Rev. Ray know as he and/or a Lay Visitor will be available in the coming weeks.
•
Please join us for Coffee Hour after service for a time of fellowship in the parish hall.  
•
Thank you to the Ladies Guild/ACW and the Ways and Means Committee for hosting the Ladies Luncheon.  It was enjoyed by all.  It was great to see so many of our Ladies attend and we look forward to getting together in June.
•
Easter Lily Memorial:  If you have any changes or updates for our Easter Memorial list, please contact Karen at 519-344-9531.
•
Happy Birthday and best wishes to Carol Turner, Sylvia Scrimgeour, Nancy Dease, Sheree Hayter, John Dodkin, Carol Mercurio, Simone LeBel and Gord Simmons from all your friends and CDM.
 
Upcoming Events:
 
Good Friday Service on April 7, at 4:00 p.m. at Canon Davis Memorial. This years’ service will be officiated by the Rev’d Paul Woolley.
•
Easter Sunday Service on April 9, at 9:30 a.m. will be officiated by the Venerable Sam Thomas and Rev. Ray Jenkins.
•
Wednesday April 19, is Meat Loaf Dinner night here at Canon Davis. Please call John at 519-384-1926 or Karen at 519-344-9531 to reserve for in house dining or to order Take-Out.  Cost $20.00
•
Easter Cantata, Olivet to Calvary April 8 6:30 p.m. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 261 Christina St. N, Sarnia Free Will Offering and sweets to follow. More information @ 519-332-2662
Reminders
Apr 6 ​  Maundy Thursday Service, Christ Church, Forest, Officiated by Rev’d Paul Woolley
Apr 7​  Good Friday Service Canon Davis Memorial 4:00 p.m.  Officiated by Rev'd Paul Woolley
Apr 8​  Easter Vigil – All Saints’ Church 6:30 p.m.
Apr 9​  Easter Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.  Officiated by Venerable Sam Thomas and Rev Ray Jenkins
Apr 19. ​Meat Loaf Dinner – Parish Hall 5:00 p.m.
Apr 26​ Parish Council Meeting 10:00 a.m. Board Room
 


 


 
 
Easter Lily Memorials – 2023 
 
 
In loving memory of son Lloyd, husband Clyde, and Mother-in-Law Emily Ayers, a gift of Greta Ayers.
 
In memory of my loving husband Hugo Borchardt, and my Mom and Dad Henry and Verna Tomlinson, a gift of Faith Archer.
 
In loving memory of Ollie & Nancy Haddon, Sue Chalmers, and my husband Les Chalmers, a gift of Marg and their families.
 
In memory of Chuck, Marg, Grace, Edgar, Alice, Gord, Kathy and Bill, and for blessings received, a gift of Marion Curran and family.
 
In loving memory of Bill Currie, a gift of Carol.
 
In loving memory of Clarence and Bessie Dease, their daughter, Carol and husband Peter Dicks, a gift of the Dease family.
 
In loving memory of Gary Laidlaw, a gift of Seonaid and family.

In loving memory of Don Dease, a gift of Nancy and family.
 
In memory of loved ones, a gift of Helen and Glenn Forbes.
 
In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. William Frew and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spencer, brothersRaymond, Russell and George Spencer and sisters, Marion Bradley and Doris Brown, and Great Granddaughter Winnie-Mae, a gift of Doug and Shirley Frew and family.
 
In loving memory of Kathy Graham, remembered by, Bill Graham and family.
 
In loving memory of Bill and Hettie Graham, Jean and Jim Bell and Marjorie and David Ashcroft, a gift of Bill Graham and family.

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Reginald Haddon, a gift of their family.
 
In loving memory of a dear Mum and Gran, May Tracy; our Sisters and Aunts, Christine Labrasceur and Lynn McCann and our Dad and Papa, Gerry Tracy, and our Grandparents and Parents, Marg and Glen Hayter, love from John, Elaine, Joanna, Sarah, Nikki Hayter and Jeremy Wickham.
 
A gift in loving memory of Margaret and Glen Hayter, dear parents of Sheree Lynn and Mike andGram, Great Grammie, Gramps and Great Granpooh of Jason, and Lucy.
 
In thanksgiving for blessings received and in memory of loved ones, a gift of Ruth and Charlie Lavigne.
 
To the glory of God and in thanksgiving for many blessings and in memory of loved ones, a gift of Lyle and Mary Moran.
 
In loving memory of my husband Allan, a gift of his wife Gerry and children Steve, Shelley, Tom, Mike and families.
 
In memory of my husband Alexander Scrimgeour and loving son Ian, a gift of Sylvia Scrimgeour and family.
 
In loving memory of Beth Simmons, Mary Walker Thiel, Georgina and Gordon Simmons Sr. and Mary Switzer, a gift of Gord, Mary Elizabeth and Brad, Pamela and Joel and families.
 
In loving memory of loved ones, a gift of Jim and Pat Struthers.
 
In loving memory of Ray Chalifoux, Melody Chalifoux (VanSickle), a gift of Mum, and sisters Debbie and Michelle and families.
 
In loving memory of Web Dixon, a gift of Joyce and children Joy and Gay.

In loving memory of Marg and Bill Spence, a gift from Bob and Carol.
 
In loving memory of Harry and Lois Turner from Carol Turner and her siblings.
 
In loving memory of our dear parents Mary and Fred Wyville, a gift of their family Pat, Barb and Dave, and Bonnie and Ed, and families.

